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UNITARIANISM. 

Mr.  Ebitor. — It  was  with  surprise 
I  saw  in  the  number  of  the  Magazine  for 
Feb.  7th,  some  animadversions  on  Unita- 
rianistn,  by  Rev.  Sebastian  Streeter, 
which  certainly  reflect  not  much  to  his 
honor,  as  a  man  of  information  ;  as  he 
confesses  himself  ignorant  of  what  their 
real  sentiments  are,  even  in  their  most 
distinguishing  tenets.  Had  he  inquired, 
had  he  read  a  few  of  their  numerous  pub¬ 
lications,  he  could  not  have  failed  of 
knowing  the  exact  shades  of  difference 
between  them  and  their  fellow  Christians. 
He  would  have  found  the  essential  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gospel  “positively  distin¬ 
guished’’  by  them. 

He  says  ne  has  learned  that  they  deny 
the  riddle  of  the  Trinity;  and  here  his 
information  seems  to  end.  I  will  endeavor 
to  give  him  that  information  he  seems  to 
need,  and  which  he  might,  had  he  sought 
it,  easily  have  acquired.  Believing  in 
the  one  only  living  and  true  God,  they 
consequently  believe  him  to  be  possessed 
of  infinite  and  boundless  attributes,  and 
perfections  of  goodness,  wisdom,  mercy 
and  truth  ;  whose  justice,  although  like 
his  other  attributes,  infinite,  is  only  a 
modification  of  goodness^  that  he  is  naiur- 
ally  disposed  to  bestow  on  all  his  crea¬ 
tures,  ail  tliose  blessings  which  he  de¬ 
signed  for  them,  and  which  their  natures 
are  capable  of  receiving ;  and  that  what 
infinite  goodness  has  designed,  and  pro¬ 
mised,  infinite  power  will  execute. 


They  believe  infinite  goodness  created 
myriads  of  intelligent  beings,  having  no 
other  end  in  view  than  their  final  happi¬ 
ness,  and  that  his  power  will  finally  ac¬ 
complish  what  his  benevolence  planned. 
If  One  all-gracious  Being  is  sufficient  for 
these  purjioses,  it  need  never  be  in¬ 
quired  whether  Three  can  do  more. 

In  disbelieving  the  popular  doctrine  of 
the  atonement  of  Christ,  the  Unitarians 
do  not  believe  his  advent  and  death  to 
have  been  useless,  or  his  mission  without 
desira.  They  believe  the  doctrines  he 
taught,  were  the  words  of  life  ;  and  his 
precepts  to  be  the  words  of  eternal  life  ; 
that  they  were  given  to  make  men  wise 
to  eternal  salvation  ;  and  that  whosoever 
so  appropriates  his  precepts  to  his  own 
use,  as  to  practice  them  in  his  daily  walk 
and  conversation,  may  truly  be  said  to 
“eat  his  flesh  and  drink  his  blood,” 
John  vi,  53 ;  and  that  they  will  be 
**  available  and  efficatious  to  the  salvation 
of  men.” 

They  likewise  believe  his  death  was 
necessary  for  the  confirmation  of  the 
truth  of  his  mission  ;  and  that  God  raised 
him  from  the  dead,  to  give  assurance  to 
all  men,  that  he  will  raise  them  from  the 
dead  likewise.  Acts  xvii,  3  ;  and  I  Cor. 
XV,  15 — 20.  These  are  positive  and  dis¬ 
tinguishing”  tenets. 

Mr.  S.  knows  they  do  not  believe  in 
hereditary  depravity ;  but  here  his  know¬ 
ledge  seems  to  end,  as  he  knows  not  but 
their  belief  in  personal  depravity  is  equal¬ 
ly  disastrous. 

They  certainly  believe  in  personal  de¬ 
pravity,  as  well  as  that  religion  is  per-  { 
sonal ;  and  mourn  and  lament  the  profli¬ 
gacy  and  depravity  of  too  many  of  their 
species ;  but  they  sorrow  not  as  those 
who  are  without  hope  :  having  assurance 
that  the  precepts  of  Jesus  are  calculated 
to  remedy  every  defect  in  the  moral  con¬ 
dition  of  man  ;  they  need  only  to  be 
known,  and  practiced,  to  produce  that 
change  ;  and  that  being  the  gift  of  infi¬ 
nite  goodness,  they  will  be  aided  bv  infi¬ 
nite  power,  and  produce  all  those  fiappy 
effects  they  are  so  eminently  calculated 
te  produce  :  namely,  universal  holiness, 
ana  consequently  universal  happiness. 
Isaiah  xlv,  23.  But  the  wAen,  and  the 
where,  they  leave  to  wiser  heads  to  deter¬ 
mine. 

They,  that  is,  Unitarians,  do  certainly 
deny  the  popular  tenet  of  Election  and 
Reprobation,  and  consequently  believe  in 
the  free  will  and  moral  agency  of  man  : 


and  likewise,  that  God  works  in  us,  to 
will,  and  to  do  his  own  good  pleasure  ; 
that  every  good  gift,  and  every  perfect 
gift,  cometh  from  the  Father  of  lights ; 
and  that  all  the  faculties  of  body  and 
mind  are  his  gift,  that  the  nerve  that 
writes,  he  sustains.”  But  how  the  fore¬ 
knowledge  of  God,  and  the  freedom  of 
will  in  man,  are  to  be  made  in  all  respects 
clear  and  intelligible  here,  they  know 
nut:  they  do  not  wish  to  be  in  “wan¬ 
dering  mazes  lost”  They  believe  all 
things  will  be  subilued  to  him,  God,  and 
that  the  period  will  arrive  when  he  will 
be  all  in  all. 

They  certainly  believe  the  Deity  to  be 
the  common  father,  and  friend  of  all  his 
numerous  offspring,  and  that  it  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  his  goodness  to  permit  mor¬ 
al  evil  and  misery;  but  they  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  those  evils  to  be  endless,  and  in 
perpetuo.  They  are  very  decided  on 
that  point,  which  Mr.  S.  must  have 
known,  had  he  inquired. 

Whether  by  “mental  agonies,”  Mr. 
S.  means,  stings  of  conscience,  or  those 
painful  sensations  felt  at  the  conscious¬ 
ness  of  having  done  wrong,  called  in  holy 
writ  “a  wounded  spirit,’’  and  a  “contrite 
heart,”  or  whether  he  means  any  thing 
else,  I  know  not.  Unitarians  believe 
repentance  necessary  to  salvation;  that 
Godly  sorrow  worketh  repentance  (men¬ 
tal  agonies)  to  salvation;  and  that  bodily 
pains  have  often  had  the  same  effect;  and 
if  our  consciousness  is  continued  to  us 
after  death,  they  may  have,  even  then, 
the  same  happy  tendency. 

He  says  the  system  is  “at  first  sight, 
beautiful  and  dazzling,’’  but  on  closer 
inspection,  ^‘agood  humored,  pliable  lit¬ 
tle  thing,  which  may  do  but  little  harm, 
and  can  do  little  good.” 

Unitarians  esteem  the  unity  of  God  of 
the  first  importance,  and  believe  the  pro¬ 
fession,  and  observance  of  this  great 
truth,  the  first  of  all  the  command¬ 
ments.”  Mark  18:29. 

They  also  believe  that  the  hour  is 
come,  when  the  true  worshippers  should 
worship  the  FATHER  in  spirit  and  in  ^ 
troth.”  John  4:23. 

They  also  believe  that  as  ‘‘there  is  one 
God,  the  Father,”  so  there  is  “  one  Me¬ 
diator  between  God  and  men.  the  Man 
Christ  Jesus,  who  gave  himself  a  ransom 
for  all,  to  be  testified  in  due  time.”  I 
Cor.  8:6,  1  Tiro;  2:5,6. 

They  believe  in  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a 
man  approved  of  God  by  miracles,  and 
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wonders,  and  signs  which  God  did  bj 
him.”  Acts  2:22.  They  believe  “the 
grace  of  God,  that  bringeth  salvation 
hath  appeared.’’  Titus  2:  11.  They 
likewise  believe  that  “since  by  man  came 
death,  by  man  came  also  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead:  for  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even 
so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive.’’  1 
Cor.  15;  21  and  22.  Are  these  tenets 
“good  humored  pliable  little  things”  fit 
only  to  dazzle,  to  “  do  little  harm  and 
no  good?” 

They  believe  religion  to  be  a  personal 
thing,  and  that  without  holiness  no  man 
can  see  God,  or  enjoy  him;  hence  they 
are  very  careful  to  inculcate  those  truths; 
and  hence,  their  sermons  are  not  very 
-polemical;  they  hold  the  elucidation  and 
frequent  inculcation  of  the  sayings  of  Je- 
tfus,  of  much  more  importance  than  the 
constant  preaching  of  systems,  many  of 
which,  however  true,  are  calculated  to 
make  men  cunning,  rather  than  wise. 

They  hold  Jesus  to  be  their  pattern 
and  example  in  all  things,  and  he  only 
who  doeth  righteousness,  is  righteous ; 
hence,  their  preachers,  (perhaps,  more 
constantly  than  others)  inculcate  Chris^ 
dan  morality  on  gospel  principles^  knowing 
that  the  practice,  and  the  practice  only  of 
the  precepts  and  doctrines  of  Jesus,  will 
remedy  the  moral  diseases  of  society,  or 
make  men  wise  to  salvation;  but  that  his 
precepts  are  calculated,  if  practiced,  to 
liubdue  the  world  to  himself,  and  even  to 
eradicate  those  long  rooted  evils  of  slave¬ 
ry  and  war.  Are  the  principles  which 
Are  capable  of  such  astonishing  effects, 
“pliable,  little  things?”  are  they  not, 
rather,  calculated  to  do  infinite  good? 

That  human  agency  is  the  pivot  on 
which  the  destinies  of  eternity  are  to  turn, 
tor  millions  of  their  species,  they  know 
cot:  they  believe  it  to  be  the  pivot,  on 
which  tlie  joys,  the  comforts,  and  pleas- 
eurcs  of  religion  turn,  to  soften  the  cares 
of  life,  and  gild  the  avenues  to  the  tomb. 

They  wait  patiently  for  the  future  tri¬ 
umph  of  their  principles,  “when  Jehovah 
tihall  be  King  over  all  the  earth;  in  that 
day  shall  there  be  one  Jehovah,  and  his 
name  oxk.  NEMO. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Mr.  Skinner— I  take  the  liberty  of  re¬ 
questing  a  place  in  your  Magazine  for 
the  following  copy  of  a  letter,  together 
with  the  answer  to  the  same,  that  the 
public  may  not  be  misinforaied  in  regard 
<0  them. 

SxuquoiT,  Feb.  7,  1829. 

Rev.  Sir — Permit  me  to  approach  you 
in.  candor,  from  my  pen,  upon  a  subject 
which  interests,  or  at  least  should  com¬ 
mand  the  attention  of  every  individual. 
Keligion  is  the  theme.  But  what  is  re¬ 
ligion?  and  whose  religion  is  free  from 
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superstition  and  error?  “Mine,”  says 
the  Catholic  without  hesitation.  “Mine,” 
also  says  the  Protestant ;  and  so  says 
every  individual  of  the  hundred  sects  who 
claim  the  prerogative  of  saying  that  they 
only  are  right;  and  each  of  them  also 
claim  the  right  to  enjoy  his  own  opinion 
and  liberty  of  conscience  unmolested: 
and  do  not  you, yourself, also  require  it?  If 
so,  why  not  grant  to  others  the  same  pri¬ 
vilege?  Would  not  you  consider  it  un¬ 
just,  uncharitable,  and  unbecoming  the 
character  of  a  preacher,  to  brand  with 
the  odious  title  of  “Infidel,”  and  as  ene¬ 
mies  to  all  good  nrder  in  society,  those 
whose  views  on  this  subject  are  at  vari¬ 
ance  with  his?  And  yet,  you  do  not 
hesitate  to  do  it  without  reserve.  You 
denounce  them  as  opponents  to  Christian¬ 
ity,  as  Deists,  Infidels  or  Atheists,  and 
have  declared  publicly  that  you  intend 
to  expose  them;  or  as  much  as  to  say,  that 
you  intend  to  erect  an  Inquisitorial  tribu¬ 
nal,  and  take  upon  yourself  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  office  of  judge."  But  I  say 
unto  you,  “Judge  not  lest  you  also  be 
judged.’’ 

You  profess.  Sir,  to  be  a  Protestant. 
You  claim  the  right  to  interpret  scripture 
as  your  reason  or  your  judgment  directs 
you;  and  if  you  intend  to  maintain  this 
character,  or  that  which  you  assume,  you 
must  also  allow  all  others  the  same  privi¬ 
lege:  for  unless  you  do,  you  at  once  be¬ 
come  a  Catholic,  by  denying  the  right  of 
private  judgment.  You  may  perhaps 
pretend  to  excuse  yourself  by  sayingthat 
you  feel  so  great  a  regard  for  the  welfare 
of  their  immortal  souls  that  you  cannot 
bear  to  see  them  going  thus  down  the 
broad  road  to  destruction.  All  this  is 
very  well,  and  equally  charitable.  But 
when  you  once  consider  that  there  are 
many  others,  who  are  not  the  less  want¬ 
ing  in  their  motives  of  sincerity,  and  who 
are  taking  this  course,  which  you  con¬ 
demn;  1  say,  when  this  is  taken  into 
the  account,  should  you  not  be  somewhat 
cautious  in  hurling  at  all  who  differ  from 
you,  your  anathemas  maranathas  ?  Even 
aside  from  this  consideration,  will  the 
manner  in  which  you  treat  them  be  so 
likely  to  effect  a  change  in  their  private 
opinion  as  some  other  more  lenient,  or  at 
least,  charitable  measures?  Imagine  to 
yourself  a  preacher  whose  daily  deport¬ 
ment  would  indicate  no  more  than  a  com¬ 
mon  man  in  a  private  capacity,  who  sel¬ 
dom  or  never  exhorts  any  body  in  private, 
and  who  even  shuns  every  opportunity, 
except  the  pulpit,  to  discuss  this  impor¬ 
tant  subject;  but  who,  when  in  that  ex¬ 
alted  situation,  where  prudence  would 
forbid  a  reply,  is  not  in  the  least  back¬ 
ward  in  heaping  those  opprobrious  epi¬ 
thets  upon  such  of  his  hearers  who  claim 
no  more  than  the  laws  of  our  country  al¬ 


low  theta;  and  you  have  a  short,  but  true, 
picture  uf  the  practice  of  the  person  whom 
I  am  addressing. 

And  now,  will  such  a  course  have  a 
tendency  to  correct  those  whose  belief  is 
inclining  to  this  doctrine  you  so  boldlv 
deprecate?  Will  it  not  be  more  likely 
to  establish  them  in  that  belief  and  cause 
more  to  receive  it?  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  of  it.  By  this  you  need  not  think 
that  I  consider  it  the  duty  of  a  preacher 
to  pursue  a  domiciliary  method  of  visit¬ 
ing  from  house  to  house,  insulting  all 
with  whom  they  meet  with  Iheir  religious 
(not  to  say  foulraouthed)  conversation, 
and  their  sanctimonious  looks.  Neither 
should  their  eloquence  be  continually 

displayed  upon  the  tenets  of  other  denom¬ 
inations,  but  generally  in  supporting  their 
own;  and  if  that  is  possible,  all  others 
opposed  to  them  must  of  consequence  fall 
to  the  ground.  But  you  have  not  only 
descended  to  the  practice  of  such  mean¬ 
ness  as  this,  blit  have  even  deigned  to 
notice  from  the  pulpit  the  language  of  a 
young  man,  which  was  spoken  only  in 
jest,  or  in  a  jocose  manner,  and,  if  I  have 
been  informed  correefty,  have  declared 
your  intention  of  rendering  all  such  a 
public  spectacle  in  order  to  correct  their 
morals  and  to  deter  others  from  the  com¬ 
mission  of  such  a  crime.  But  I  thank 
God,  the  power  of  your  inquisition  is 
limited  by  constitutional  provision  to  the 
display  of  your  oratorial  faculties.  1 
would  not  wish  to  excuse  any  one  from 
the  blame  incurred  by  using  unbecoming 
language:  for  it  must  be  confessed  that 
it  is  quite  too  prevalent,  not  only  with 
those  you  would  style  sinners,  but  even 
among  piofessed  Christians.  And  it  is 
necessary  that  some  notice  should  be 
taken  of  it  by  preachers,  as  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  the  murals  of  community  comes 
more  directly  under  their  guidance. 
Still,  this  should  be  done  \n  a  proper  man¬ 
ner,  to  have  a  favorable  tendency:  and 
for  myself,  I  think  prudence  would  dic¬ 
tate  a  course  widely  different  from  that 
pursued  by  yourself.  But  I  do  not  con¬ 
sider  myself  to  be  your  judge  in  that 
matter:  neither  would  I  wish  to  point 
out  a  path  for  you,  or  any  other  person, 
to  pursue  ;  but  merely  to  express  my 
opinion,  fallible  as  it  may  appear,  or  fal¬ 
lible  as  it  may  be  in  reality. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  notice  softie 
of  what  I  consider  errors  in  the  practice 
of  a  servant  of  God,  daring  as  it  may 
seem.  A  servant  of  God  liable  to  err! 
Yes,  but  no  more  so  than  any  other  falli¬ 
ble  man.  This  may  seem  rather  harsh, 
without  reflection,  as  it  would  appear  by 
the  title  that  they  were  so  far  under  the 
influence  of  the  Supreme  Being  that  it 
were  impossible  for  tlicm  to  deviate  from 
(he  path  of  rectitude,  or  to  be*  subject  in 


UTICA  EVANGKLICAL  MAGAZINE. 


the  least  respect  to  err.  For  ages  this 
was  thought  to  be  the  case,  when  church 
and  state  were  one,  when  the  clergy  and 
rulers  were  one.  Ilappy  times!  Happy 
people!!  But  ah!  their  day  is  drawing 
to  a  close,  and  they  are  required  to  bow 
to  a  level  with  human  capacity.  No 
longer  will  they  enrich  themselves  with 
one  third  of  the  effects  of  their  parishion¬ 
ers,  neither  will  the  latter  be  awed  with 
terror  at  the  approach  of  a  priest.  The 
veil  of  superstition  has  been  rent  in  twain, 
exposed  their  wily  schemes,  and  discov¬ 
ered  to  mankind  their  cloven  feet  and 
ghostly  deformity. 

As  I  have  become  somewhat  general 
in  mv  remarks,  I  shall  observe  a  little 
further,  on  what  I  merely  touched  upon 
in  the  commencement  of  this  epistle,  and 
which  was  more  directly  the  occasion  of 
it.  I  have  said  that  you  insulted  many 
of  those  whose  views  are  at  variance  with 
yours,  with  the  daring  epithet  of  Infidel 
or  Atheisti  and  I  have  no  doubt,  from 
the  tenor  of  your  language,  when  1  have 
been  sitting  under  the  droppings  of  such 
heavenly  benedictions,  that  you  intended 
to  rank  me  as  one  of  those  despicable  be¬ 
ings.  This  inference  has  been  verified 
by  an  assertion  of  yours,  made  but  a  short 
time  since.  And  now.  Sir,  do  you  prove 
this  from  that  bible  which  you  declare, 
by  that  assertion,  is  disbelieved  by  me? 
If  not,  how  came  you,  who  never  once 
conversed  with  me  on  the  subject  of  re¬ 
ligion,  to  know  my  private  opinion?  You 
may  perhaps  say,  it  cannot  be  private,  as 
it  has  been  published  in  part  in  my  writ¬ 
ings.  But  I  defy  you  to  prove  from  them 
that  I  am  an  Infidel.  And  if  that  is  not 
possible,  I  must  conclude  that  you  have 
said  what  you  know  nothing  about,  or  that 
vou  intend  to  class  Universalism  with 
Atheism.  This  is  no  more  than  1  have 
before  suspected  of  you:  and  many  of 
your  churchj  1  am  aware,  have,  in  con¬ 
sequence,  formed  equally  as  uncharitable 
an  opinion.  Not  content  with  insulting 
those  who  often  attend  your  lectures,  and 
who  consider  it  a  privilege  to  attend 
church,  even  though  they  cannot  consis¬ 
tently  believe  all  they  expect  to  hear, 
but  you  have  given  out  a  public  invitation 
for  all  those,  whose  feelings  have  been 
injured,  and  thereby  forbid  their  atten¬ 
dance,  or  who  despise  such  horrible  im¬ 
precations,  to  appear  before  your  tribu¬ 
nal  on  Sunday  next,  to  hear  their  sen¬ 
tence  of  proscription.  But  fortunately 
fur  them,  the  blue  laws  have  been  disan¬ 
nulled,  and  people  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
attending  church  where  they  please,  and 
when  they  please.  But,  Sir,  did  you  not 
have  another  object  in  view  more  wily 
than  that  I  have  mentioned?  Was  it  not 
for  the  purpose  of  exciting  a  degree  of 
curiosity  in  order  to  obtain  an  overflow¬ 


ing  congregation,  and  by  that  means  di¬ 
minish  the  others  in  this  place  on  that  day?* 
If  your  invitation  was  intended  to  extend 
I  to  myself,  1  boldly  tell  you,  I  can  em- 
I  ploy  myself  better. 

I  have  already  written  to  a  greater 
'  length  than  the  limits  of  an  introductory 
!  epistle  would  seem  to  sanction,  although 
I  I  have  omitted  several  considerations 
which  I  might  have  noticed;  particularly 
my  opinion,  with  regard  to  my  religious 
principles,  and  an  explanation  of  them, 
and  which  I  must  ,te!l  you  1  am  not 
ashamed  of  in  the  least.  I  therefore 
submit  it  without  further  apology. 

Yours  with  all  due  respect, 

C— — —  C— — — . 

j  Rkv.  J.  S.  M*****ll, 

1  Methodist  Minister  at  Sauquoit. 

Answer  to  the  foregoing. 

Paris,  Feb.  9th,  1829. 

Sir — Yours  of  the  7th  inst.  was  duly 
received.  My  information  respecting 
the  infidelity  of  your  sentiments  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  your  sisters  E - and  A - 

directly,  and  from  your  brother-in-law, 
Mr.  W - -  through  Mr.  E.  B - . 

The  Universalists  in  this  place  hold 
the  following  traits  of  Deism,  viz. 

1.  They  deny  the  depravity  of  man. 

2.  The  doctrine  of  the  Trinity. 

3.  The  divinity  of  Christ. 

4.  The  divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

5.  The  doctrine  of  future  punishment. 

If  I  am  in  an  error  in  these  particulars 

please  correct  me.  I  am,  &c. 

J.  S.  M*»»*^ll. 

Mr.  C.  C - . 

N.  B.  The  insinuation  that  I  elude 
private  conversation  on  any  subject  which 
I  discuss  in  the  pulpit  I  pronounce  utter¬ 
ly /o/m.  J.  S.  M. 

C.  C. 

Mr.  Editor — As  my  intention  in  writ¬ 
ing  the  above,  was  not  for  the  purpose 
of  exciting  a  controversy,  which  seldom 
results  in  any  very  beneficial  effects  to 
either  party,  but  merely  to  express  my 
opinion,  1  shall  notice  only  the  first  clause 
of  the  answer;  and  in  reply  to  that,  shall 
only  state,  that  my  inquiries  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  nothing  more  favorable  to  the 
Reverend,  than  to  verify  the  position  as¬ 
sumed,  that  he  intends  to  class  Unicer- 
salism  and  Deism  as  one  and  the  same. 
This  is  also  evident  from  the  five  partic¬ 
ulars,  or  ‘^traits  of  Deism,”  which  his 
critic  eye  has  discovered  in  the  faith  of 
Universalists:  and  as  I  am  aware  of  his 
error  in  some  of  those  charges,  and  also 
of  their  relation  to  Deism,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  comply  with  his  request. 
However,  as  1  said  before,  I  was  not  so- 

•  The  Rev.  Mr.  Stacy  preached  on  that  day  to  the 
Unirersalist  Society  at  Samiuoit. 


liciting  a  controversy,  I  shall  refer  it  to 
you  for  such  remarks  as  you  may  think 
proper.  C.  C - . 

i  REMARKS. 

I  With  the  occasion  of  the  above  corres¬ 
pondence,  or  with  the  public  labors  or 
priv.ate  walk  of  Mr.  M.  the  Methodist 
minister  at  Sauquoit,  we  have  nothing  to 
do:  for  we  know  nothing  about  him  ex¬ 
cept  what  is  developed  in  the  above.  We 
certainly  harbar  no  inimical  feelings  to¬ 
wards  him  or  any  other  one  of  his  respec¬ 
table  denomination.  It  will,  however, 
be  proper  to  notice  the  “traits  of  Deism” 
that  he  charges  upon  Universalism:  for  i* 
must  be  remembered  that  the  Universal¬ 
ists  in  Sauquoit,  of  whom  he  speaks,  are 
the  same  in  sentiment  with  those  of  the 
order  generally,  throughoututhe  country. 

It  must  be  confessed  Mr.  M.  bas  e 
very  easy  and  laconic  method  of  proving 
Universalism  and  Deism  to  be  the  same. 
Were  we  to  adopt  the  same  method  we 
would  prove  Methodism  and  Deism  to  be 
one  and  the  same  thing  by  an  argument 
as  laconic  as  his  own.  Thus: 

1.  They  deny  the  Supremacy  of  the 
Pope.  2.  The  Pope’s  infallibility.  3. 
The  doctrine  of  Transubstantiation.  4. 
Indulgencies.  5.  Supererrogation.  C. 
Saying  of  Mass.  7.  Worshipof  Images. 
8.  Prayers  to  Saints  and  the  Virgin  Ma¬ 
ry.  9.  Extreme  unction. 

Thus  we  might  go  on  to  state  doctrines 
which  are  held  sacred  by  a  large  majori¬ 
ty  of  professed  Christians,  (for  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  arc  far  more  numerous 
than  all  the  Protestants  united,)  and  say, 
because  the  Methodists  deny  these,  thev 
are,  therefore.  Deists  :  and  we  should  as 
clearly  prove  them  such  as  Mr.  M.  has 
Universalists.  But  who  would  not  see  the 
impropiiety,  and  condemn  the  uncharita¬ 
bleness  of  such  a  course. 

But  unfortunately  for  Mr.  M.  he  ha.*! 
not  stated  facts  in  relation  to  the  belief 
of  Universalists,  in  some  of  his  charges; 
and  in  others  is  not  sufSciently  defi¬ 
nite.  For  his  instruction,  therefore, 
should  he  feel  disposed  to  write  again, 
and  for  the  information  of  the  public,  we 
will  state  what  is  the  belief  of  Universal¬ 
ists  respecting  the  particulars  he  has 
named. 

1.  lie  says  Universalists  “deay  the 
depravity  of  man.”  This  charge  is  not 
true.  Universalists  believe  human  na¬ 
ture  to  be  imperfect,  liable  to  err  and  go 
astray — that  mankind  often  become  ex¬ 
tremely  depraved,  alienated  and  enemies 
to  God,  in  their  minds,  by  wicked  works. 
But  in  hereditary  and  total  depravity, 
they  believe  not:  for  they  find  ao  su^ 
doctrine  taught  in  the  Bible. 

2.  They  deny  “  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinitv.”  This  is  true  of  Universalists, 


196 


\ 


UTICA  EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE 


with  very  few  exceptions.  They  deny 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  fer  the  very 
good  reason  that  the  Bible  contains  no 
such  word  as  Trinity  between  its  lids, 
and  as  they  believe,  no  text  where  tlie 
doctrine  is  asserted.  And  we  would 
thank  Mr.  M;  to  prove,  if  he  can,  that 
he  and  his  brethren  do  not  approximate 
towards  infidelity  in  disbelieving  the 
scriptures  which  assert  that  ‘Ho  us  there 
is  but  one  God^  the  Father.” 

3.  “The  divinity  of  Christ.”  If  by 
the  divinity  of  Christ,  Mr.  M.  means  the 
divinity  of  his  mission^  or  the  miracles  he 
wrought,  or  the  doctrines  he  taught,  his 
charge  is  false.  But  if  he  means  by  it, 
the  absolute  Deity  of  Christ,  it  is  true. 
The  doctrine  is  denied  by  Universalists 
for  the  same  reason  as  the  one  before 
named — because  not  taught  in,  but  op¬ 
posed  to  the  Bible,  which  they  take  as  the 
standard,  the  rule  and  guide  of  their  faith. 

4.  “The  divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghost.” 
Universalists  believe  the  word  Ghost  is 
an  improper,  or  at  least,  an  inelegant, 
translation  of  the  Greek  pneuma,  in  other 
places  rendered  spirit — and  that  the  di¬ 
vine  or  holy  spirit  signifies,  not  a  distinct 
person  in  the  Godhead,  but  the  energy, 
power,  sufficiency,  influence, nnd  sometimes 
the  peace  and  consolation  of  God;  which 
certainly  is  divine.  Therefore  they  do 
not  deny  the  divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

5.  “The  doctrine  of  future  punish¬ 
ment.”  Universalists  do  not  deny  the 
doctrine  of  future  punishment.  They 
all,  as  far  as  we  understaiid  them,  believe 
that  punishment,  the  effect,  is,  and  must 
necessarily  be,  future  to  sin,  the  cause; 
and  that  there  is  no  way  for  the  sinner 
to  avoid  the  punishment  which  will  follow 
transgression.  True,  some  Universal¬ 
ists  ^lieve  that  all  punishment  conse¬ 
quent  upon  transgression  will  follow  its 
commission  in  this  world,  and  others  be¬ 
lieve  thiit  it  will,  in  some  cases,  extend 
into  another  state  of  being:  but  all  unite 
in  the  belief  that  it  will  infallibly  follow, 
sooner  or  later. 

Having  stated  the  views  of  Universal¬ 
ists,  in  relation  to  the  five  points  named 
by  Mr.  M.  we  dismiss  tlie  subject  for  the 
present;  observing,  however,  that  should 
he  consider  himself  unfairly  treated, 
either  in  the  letter  of  “C.  C.”  or  in  our 
remarks,  or  wish  to  ofier  any  thing  fur¬ 
ther  on  the  subject,  the  columns  of  the 
Magazine  are  open  to  him.  We  hope, 
however,  should  he  offer  any  thing  more 
on  the  subject  of  Universalism,  either 
from  the  pulpit  or  his  pen,  he  will  inform 
himself  better  on  the  subject  than  it  seems 
he  yet  has  done. —Editor. 


I>nrinj;  the  last  four  years  the  river  cities  hare 
under  the  canal  navigation  as  much  as  they 
would  hare  done  in  Hfteen  years  without  it. 
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SATURDAY,  MARCH  7,  1829. 

BLASPHEMY  AGAINST  THE  HOLY 
GHOST. 

“  Wherefore,  I  say  unto  yon,  all  manner  of  sin 
and  blasphemy  shall  be  forgiven  unto  men ;  but  the 
blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost  shall  not  be  for¬ 
given  unto  men.  And  whosoever  speaketh  a  word 
against  the  Son  of  J\Ian,  it  shall  be  forgiven  him ; 
but  whosoever  speaketh  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  it 
shall  not  be  forgiven  him,  neither  in  this  world,  nei¬ 
ther  in  the  world  to  come.'' — Math.  xii.  31,  32. 

Tho  above  text  is  considered  by  many,  as  one 
of  the  strong^est  objections  the  Bible  contains  a- 
^ainst  the  doctrine  of  the  final  salvation  of  all 
men ;  and  is  often  looked  upon  as  incontestible  I 
evidence  of  its  falsity.  That  it  is  as  strong  ao  j 
objection  as  the  Bible  contains  against  univer¬ 
sal  salvation,  may  be  readily  conceded  ;  but 
that  it  proves  its  falsity,  or  that  it  is  in  real- 
itjr  any  o^'eciton  to  the  truth  of  the  doctrine,  is 
by  no  means  admitted.  We  know  that  tradi¬ 
tion,  and  the  explanations  given  by  the  popular 
clergy,  for  many  ages,  have  thus  represented  it. 
But  we  may  venture  to  call  iu  question  the  cor¬ 
rectness  of  this  tradition,  and  the  common  ex¬ 
planation,  and  examine  the  text  in  the  clear 
light  of  reason  and  revelation. 

The  principal  questions  lo  be  answered  in  ex¬ 
plaining  this  text  are — 

1.  What  is  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  by  whom  com¬ 
mitted  ? 

2.  What  punishment  was  threatened  against 
those  who  committed  this  sin— and  what  the  pe¬ 
riod,  or  periods,  of  tune  during  which  they  were 
not  to  bo  forgiven  ? 

First— The  nature  of  the  siu,  and  by  whom 
committed.  By  a  reference  to  the  connexion  in 
which  this  text  stands,  with  the  history  of  the 
miracles  Christ  wrought,  (he  obstinacy  with 
which  the  Jews  rejected  him  and  disbelieved  the 
evidence  he  gave  of  his  divine  mission,  and  their 
maliguity  in  attributing  to  diabolical  infiucnce 
those  miracles  which  nothing  but  the  power  or 
spirit  of  God  could  work,  it  appears  evident  the 
Jews  were  (he  ones  who  were  guilty  of  this  sin. 
They  denied  that  to  be  the  power  of  God,  of 
which  they  had  ocular  demonstration  ;  and  in 
this  the  sin  consisted.  This  will  appear  further 
evident  by  consulting  Mark  iii.  28,30,30: — 
“All  sins  shall  be  foi  given  unto  the  sons  of  men, 
and  blasphemies  wherewith  soever  they  shall 
blaspheme,  but  he  that  shall  blaspheme  against 
the  Holy  Ghost,  bath  never  forgiveness,  but  is 
in  danger  of  eternal  damnation;  rkcause  they 
said  be  hatb  an  unclean  spirit.'*  Thus  it  is 
made  perfectly  clear  that  the  sin  against  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghost,  IS  neither  less  nor  more  than  ascribing 
the  miracles  Christ  wrought  by  thepower^nf  God, 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Devil.  Dr.  Adam  Clark 
says,  no  man  who  believes  the  dirioc  mission 


of  Jesus  Christ,  ever  can  commit  this  sio:  there, 
fore  let  no  man's  heart  fail  because  of  it,  from 
hence  forth  and  forever."  n  another  place  this 
commentater  says.  “  no  man  can  now  commit 

this  SID.'* 

Second — What  punishment  was  threatened 
against  those  who  were  guilty  of  this  sin.>  and 
bow  long  was  its  duration  to  be  ? 

The  English  reader  only,  and  those  who  have 
been  thoroughly  traditionated  in  the  belief  of 
the  popular  theology  of  the  day,  will  immediate¬ 
ly  answer,  “  The  punishment  of  Hell  is  threaten¬ 
ed,  and  its  duration  can  be  measured  only  by 
eternity."'  In  answer  to  this  we  would  say,  the 
assertion  is  entirely  destitute  of  proof ;  the  text 
says  nothing  about  Hell,  nor  indeed  does  it  de¬ 
signate  any  kind  of  punishment  in  particular;  of 
course  tve  conclude  it  was  to  be  the  same  and 
no  other  than  was  threatened  in  other  scriptures 
against  those  hardened  and  willful  blasphemers : 
But  the  time  during  which  the  sinner  is  not  to  bo 
forgiven,  is,  principally,  what  we  have  to  do  witli 
in  explaining  the  text.  The  blasphemer  was 
I  not  to  be  forgiven,  “  neither  m  this  world,  nei¬ 
ther  in  the  world  to  come."  Now,  tho*  we  were 
to  admit  this  whole  text  as  it  is  translated  in  our 
common  version,  to  be  entirely  correct  and  lit¬ 
erally  true,  and  the  punishment  threatened  to 
be  strictly  endless,  it  would  by  no  means  prove, 
but  directly  disprove,  the  popular  doctrines  of 
theday.  For  as  it  asserts  positively  that  “ a// 
manner  of  sin  and  blasphemies  SHALL  be  for¬ 
given  unto  men,"  It  must  necessarily  prove  (ad¬ 
mitting  the  common  ideas  of  forgiveness  and 
salvation  to  be  correct)  that  every  individual  of 
the  human  family,  that  has  ever  sinned,  in  ali  a- 
get  of  the  world,  will  infallibly  be  saved,  except¬ 
ing  only  those  few  Jews  who  saw  (he  miracles 
that  Jesus  wrought,  and  maliciously  attributed 
them  to  the  power  of  Satan.  This  certainly 
would  be  a  most  fatal  blow  to  modern  Ortho¬ 
doxy.  She  could  not  prove  the  damnation  of  a 
single  individual  of  the  human  family  that  lived 
during  the  four  thousand  years  previous  to  the 
advent  of  Christ,  or  the  eighteen  hundred  years 
since ;  and  would  never  find  another  subject 
during  the  existence  of  the  world!  And  alas, 
for  all  their  soul  saving  labors  at  the  present 
day ! 

But  we  do  not  conceive  that  our  Saviour 
meant  to  make  even  the  above  named  exception 
against  the  Jews,  in  the  promise  of  forgiveness  of 
sins ;  hut  that  he  promised  forgiveness  of  all,  e- 
ven  the  sin  agaiost  the  Holy  Ghost  not  except¬ 
ed.  This  sin  however  was  not  to  be  forgiven 
during  a  certain  specified  time.  We  may  ex¬ 
emplify  thus:  There  arc  ten  men  in  Utica  who 
will  all  go  to  New-York ;  but  two  of  them  will 
not  go  before  next  October. 

This  text  of  scripture — especially  (he  expres¬ 
sion,  “  neither  m  tfiis  world,  neither  in  the 
world  lo  come" — is  erroneously  translated.— 
The  word  rendered  world  is,  in  the  Greek  lao- 
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diofif  10  tlic  Hebrew^  o/oz/i,  or  oulcTti\ 
and  signifies  age,  or  dupentation.  The  Hebrew 
phrases  olam  hazeh,  this  world  or  age  and  olam  . 
.'la-bo,  the  world  or  age  to  come ;  and  likewise 
(he  Greek  phrases  outos  aion,  this  age  or 
dispensation,  and  aion  mtllon,  the  age  to  come, 
or  coming  age :  are  generally  used  in  the 
scriptures  to  designate  the  Jifosaic  dispensation,  ( 
or  age  of  the  law,  and  the  gospel  dispensation,  t 
or  age  (^f  the  Messiah.  The  Greek  adjective  r 
aionios,  and  substantive  aion,  from  which  it  is  i 
derived,  are  as  nearly  synonymous  as  the  Eng>  r 
lish  words  good  and  goodness;  the  one  signifying  t 
an  age  or  dispensation,  and  the  other,  during  an  I 
age  or  dispensation.  Hence  the  last  part  of  the  < 
text  in  Mat.  literally  translated  reads  thus : —  t 
“  It  shall  not  be  forgiven  him,  neither  in  this  age,  i 
nor  in  the  coming  one;”  and  Mark  iii.  29,  thus  ;  < 

Hath  not  forgiveness  (eis  ton  aiona)tothe  age, 
but  is  in  danger  of  age-lasting jxulginent,'’  {kriseos) 
or  condemnation. 

As  a  confirmation  of  the  above,  and  a  further 
illustration  of  the  text,  we  quote  the  following 
extract  from  the  Commentary  of  the  learned 
Doctor  Adam  Clark,  before  mentioned,  who 
was  himself  a  believer  in  endless  punishment, 
and  therefore  cannot  be  supposed  to  favour  in 
the  least,  intentionally,  the  doctrine  of  universal 
salvation.  lie  says,  in  relation  to  the  expres- 
aion,  “neither  in  this  world,  neither  in  the  world 
(0  comep^  “Though  I  follow  the  common  trans¬ 
lation,  yet  I  am  fully  satisfied  the  meaning  of 
the  words  is,  neither  in  this  dispensation  (viz. 
the  Jewish)  nor  in  that  which  is  to  come  (viz. 
the  Christian. )  Olam  ha-bo,  the  world  to  come, 

IS  a  constant  phrase  for  the  times  of  the  Messiah, 
in  the  Jewish  writers.  The  sin  here  spoken  of 
by  our  Lord  raoks  high  in  the  catalogue  of  pre^ 
sumptuous  sins,  for  which  there  was  no  forgive¬ 
ness  under  the  Mosaic  dispensation.  See  Num. 
xv;  30,  31.  xxxv;  31.  Lev.  xx;  10.  1  Sam.  ii; 
23.  •  When  our  Lord  says  that  such  a  sin  hath 
no  forgiveness,  is  he  not  to  be  understood  as 
meaning  that  the  crime  shall  be  punished  under 
the  Christian  dispensation  as  it  was  under  the 
.fewish,  viz  by  the  destruction  of  the  body.' 
\iid  is  not  this  the  same  mentioned  I  John  v;  16 
called  there  the  sin  unto  death ;  i.  e.  a  sin  that 
was  to  be  punished  by  the  death  of  the  body, 
while  mercy  might  be  extended  to  the  soul.' 
The  punishment  for  presumptuous  sins,  under 
(he  Jewish  law,  to  which  our  Lord  evidently  al-^ 
•'udes,  certainly  did  not  extend  to  the  damnation 
Of'  the  soul,  though  tlie  body  was  destroyed ; 
.lierefoie  I  think  that,  though  there  was  no  such 
forgiveness  to  be  extended  to  this  crime  as  to  ab¬ 
solve  the  man  from  the  punishment  of  temporal 
death,  yet  on  repentance,  mercy  might  be  extend¬ 
ed  to  the  soul ;  and  every  sin  may  be  repented 
of  under  the  gospel  dispensation,” 

As  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  above  from 
Ur.  Clark,  in  reference  (b  the  sin  of  the  Jews, 
and  the  certainty  of  its  punishment,  we  refer  the 
reader  to  the  following  scriptures :  Mattb.  xxiii.  , 
^om  SI  St  to  38th  vene  inclusive  xzir.  21,34, 


XXV. 41 — 46.  Lukexii.  47.  Isa.  xxii.  14.  Ezek. 
xxiv.  13.  In  proof  that  the  then  unbelieving 
Jews  might  and  would  ultimately  be  forgiven 
and  obtain  salvation,  see  Matth.  xx.  16,  xxiii. 
39.  Rom.  xi.  23 — 32.  2  Cor.  lii.  14,  15,  16, 
and  other  similar  passages. 

In  conclusion,  we  make  one  general  remark, 
which,  if  properly  regfarded,  would  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  remove  much  of  the  bitterness  of  secta¬ 
rian  prejudice  arising  from  eacn  one's  explain¬ 
ing  every  text  so  as  to  suit  his  dwn  peculiar  dog¬ 
ma,  and  for  which  reason  we  wish  it  might  sink 
deep  into  every  heart.  We  may  admit,  without 
however  denying  the  correctness  of  the  above 
eriticisms,tbat  our  Lord  by  this  text  did  not  mean 
to  teach  directly,  either  Calvinism,  or  Arminian- 
ism,  or  Universalism,  Trinitarianism,  or  Uoitari- 
anism,  or  any  other  ism:  but  that  his  remarks 
were  designed,  like  his  iostructions  generally, 
to  have  a  practical  tendency— to  point  out  the 
extreme  wickedness  and  folly  of  so  uncaodid  and 
uncharitable  a  state  of  mind  and  feeling  as  the 
Jews  manifested  in  rejecting  the  strongest  evi¬ 
dences  that  were  presented  to  their  minds — and 
to  show  that  while  that  state  of  mind  and  feel¬ 
ing  continued,  they  never  could  hope  for,  or  ex¬ 
pect  forgiveness  and  acceptance  with  God,  ei¬ 
ther  in  that  or  any  other  age. 

.SUNDAY  MAILS. 

Tlie  report  of  Mr.  Johnson  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
numerous  petitions  presented  to  Congress  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  transportation 
of  the  U.  S.  mail  on  Snnday — the  leading  fea¬ 
tures  of  which  were  presented  to  our  readers  in 
our  23d  No. — has  produced  considerable  sensa- 
sion  among  all  classes  of  people  throughout  the 
Union.  It  is  universally  approbated  by  all  Uie 
friends  of  our  country  and  the  advocates  of  re¬ 
ligious  freedom  and  equal  priviledges ;  and  as 
much  ditapprobcUed  and  frowned  at  by  religious 
tyrants,  the  leaders  of  the  Orthodox  party,  and 
the  friends  of  a  National  Religion.  Perhaps  we 
ought  to  make  one  exception  in  the  last  state¬ 
ment,  and  perhaps  not.  The  “Christian  Regis¬ 
ter”  of  Boston,  a  Unitarian  and  nominally  a  lib¬ 
eral  paper— we  see  with  surprise  and  regret — 
has  come  out  in  a  few  of  its  late  Nos.  in  opposi- 
i  (ion  U>  this  Report,  and  in  favor  of  the  petition¬ 
ers  for  the  passage  of  this  uncomtitutional  law. 
•  Docs  Mr.  Reed,  the  editor  of  the  Register,  know 
—surely  he  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  fact — that 
these  petititions  first  originated  with  leading 
Presbyterians  in  this  state,  and  wtere  by  them 
introduced  to,  and  co-operated  in  by,  those  of 
that  order,  with  a  very  few  dupes  from  other  de¬ 
nominations,  throughout  the  Union  ?  and  that 
their  object  was,  sot  so  much  the  prevention  of 
travel  and  labor  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  as 
'  to  acquire  power  and  ascendency,  see  how  far 
they  could  awe  Congress  into  submission  to  their 
'  wily  schemes,  and  how  soon  they  might  calculate 
'  1  OD  the  esUblubment  of  x  National  Religion  .' 


Mr.  Reed  may  rest  assured  that,  should  the  lea¬ 
ders  in  getting  up  those  petitiomv— ire  do  nor 
meao  all  those  who  signed  them,  for  many  td' 
them  were  deceived — succeed  in  accomplish¬ 
ing  etU  that  they  designed  by  that  movement,  he 
would  soon  have  to  give  up  the  publication  of  bis 
heretical  Register,  and  possibly  might  have  to 
try  the  strength  of  bis  patience  in  a  dungeon,  or 
of  bis  limbs  on  the  rack. 

After  Mr.  Johnson's  Report  had  been  accepted 
by  the  Senate  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  tbe 
snbject  of  tbe  petitions  was  acted  upon  in  tlie 
House  of  Representatives ;  and  Mr.  McKean, 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  tbe  part  of  the 
House,  made  a  Report  which,  after  some  discus¬ 
sion,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  tbe  table,  where 
it  will  probably  lay  till  Congress  rises.  This 
Report  we  have  not  seen.  It  is  variously  spo¬ 
ken  of  The  editor  of  the  Register  thinks  it  far 
superior  to  that  of  Mr.  Johnson's  of  the  Senate. 
But  we  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Johnson’s  Re¬ 
port  can  be  exceeded  in  excellency  or  intrinsic 
merit.  It  is  a  noble  production,  and  breathes  a 
spirit  of  freedom  which  we  wish  glowed  in  every 
American's  heart.  The  general  opinion  in  re¬ 
lation  to  Mr.  McKean's  Report  is,  that  it  is  a 
mixed  medley,  intended  to  please  both  parties, 
but  in  reality  pleasing  neither,  and  certainly 
destitute  of  that  noble  independence  and  deci¬ 
sion  that  marked  the  Report  of  (he  Senate.  The 
editor  of  the  {Marietta,  Pa.)  Pioneer  amusingly 
says,  “  Mr.  McKean’s  Report,  which  some  half- 
and-half  geniuses— curryers  of  favor  with  both 
parties,  have  been  pleased  to  praise  very  highly. 

^  seems  copied  in  alternate  portions  from  Mr. 
Johnson's  Report,  and  from  the  petitions  for 
the  measure — strongly  reminding  us  of  the  Irish¬ 
man  who  left  bis  pig  to  starve  every  other  day 
that  its  flesh  might  be  compel  of  ‘a  stroke  of  fat 
and  a  stroke  of  lean.'  The  operation  of  the 
measure  proposed  iu  the  General’s  Report  would 
be  equally  variegated.'' 

But  we  rejoice,  and  to  all  lovers  of  religious 
freedom,  “  again  we  say  rejoice,”  that  the  peti¬ 
tions  of  those  aspiring  sectaries  have  met  the  fate 
they  deserved.  Congress  has  no  constitutional 
right  to  pass  a  law  favoring  First-day  Christians 
any  more  than  Seventh-day  Christians,  or  Jews, 
or  Mahometans.  All  denominations  are  pro¬ 
tected  by  government  in  tbe  enjoyment  of  equal 
rights  aod  equal  priviledges;  but  Done  areal- 
lowed  to  rule  the  government.  Religion  in  this 
country  rests  alone  on  tbe  foundation  of  her  own 
intrinsic  merits.  On  this  fonndation  may  she 
ever  rest ;  for  on  this  alone  can  she  ever  flour¬ 
ish  aod  prosper.  But  whfle  we  enjoy  the  equal 
rights  and  liberties  guaranteed  to  us  by  out  ex¬ 
cellent  Constitution,  let  os  be  thankful  to  God. 
aod  use  them  as  not  abusing  them. 


The  “  Spirit  of  the  Pilgrims,'*  a  periodical, 
published  tbe  year  past  at  Flymoutb,  Mass,  has 
been  discontinued. 
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REV.  ABNER  KNEELAND.  ' 
lo  our  last  vrt  gave  notice  that  the  2d  Unirer-  ! 
■alist  Society  in  the  city  of  Ne\v*York,  had  dis>  ' 
missed  Mr.  Knceland  from  tiie  Pastoral  care  ■ 
over  them,  and  that  the  Kennebeck  Association  j 
of  Uoiversalists  in  Maine,  bad,  at  their  lateses-  j 
sion,  withdrawn  fellowship  from  him.  Since 
that  tune  we  have  learned  that  the  Penobscot 
Association  have  likewise  withdrawn  fellowship 
from  him.  The  cause  of  these  measures  was, 
tliat  the  Society  to  which  Mr.  K.  preached,  and 
(he  Associations  that  acted  in  relation  to  him, 
were  full)’  satisfied  that  he  had  embraced  and 
promulgated,  both  in  his  preaching  and  publish¬ 
ed  writings,  doctrines  repugnant  to  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  Universalisls,  and  subversive  of  the 
faith  once  delivered  to  tlie  Saints.  U nirersalists 
who  hare  known  Mr.  K.  have  beheld  with  pain¬ 
ful  emotions,  the  course  pursued  by  him,  and 
the  shipwreck  of  faith  towards  which  he  has  been 
gradually  vergfhg,  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
They  have  in  vain  expostulated  with  him  on  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  the  course  he  was  pursu¬ 
ing.  lie  seemed  deaf  to  the  voice  of  admoni¬ 
tion  ;  and  still  pursuing  the  ipnit  /aims,  of  a 
certain  imaginary  something,  which  he  called, 
Truth,  but  which  he  thought  he  had  not  yet 
found,  has  finally  made  shipwreck  of  faith,  as  did 
Hymeneus  and  Alexander,  and  compelled  Uni- 
versalists  to  withdraw  their  fellowship  and  sup¬ 
port  from  him.  The  strange  and  unaccountable 
course  he  has  pursued  was  doubtless  the  reason 
why  the  “Olive  Branch,”  a  periodical,  which  he 
has  edited  for  the  last  two  years,  received  so  very 
limited  a  patronage  among  Universalists  :  and 
from  his  writings  in  that,  and  bis  public  preach¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  some  circumstances  lately  devel¬ 
oped  in  New  York,  it  appears  pretty  evident 
tliat  be  has  lillle  or  no  faith  in  Christianity,  or  in 
the  scriptures;  or  if  he  has  any,  that  it  is  far  too 
weak  for  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel  of  God  our 
Saviour.  The  minister  of  Christ  should  be  able, 
not  merely  to  yield  a  speculative  assent,  to  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  general,  hut  to  lay  hold  of  the  Word  of 
Life  and  the  gracious  promise*  of  God,  tcith  the 
STRO.NG  GRASP  OF  CNVIEI.DING  FAITH  and  IN- 
wAVERixc  TRUST ;  and  to  say  in  the  language 
of  Watts, 

“  Should  all  the  formB  that  men  devise. 

Assault  my  faith  with  treacherous  art, 

I ’d  call  them  vanity  and  lies 
.  wfiid  bind  the  Gospel  to  my  heart." 

In  relation  to  the  Deity  Mr.  K.  appears  to 
maintain,  if  he  has  any  settled  belief,  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Spinoza,  or  that  God  is  material,  and 
identified  only  in  nature,  lie  appears  to  be  fa- 
ibrable  to  OwenUri,  and  has  approbated  in  the 
higtiest  terms,  the  lectures  of  Miss  Frances 
Wright,  (lately  delivered  in  New  York,)  who  is 
an  Ojieo  contemner  of  the  holy  institution  of 
marriage,  and  an  avowed  infidel  in  religion. 

These  facts  we  consider  a  full  and  entire  jus¬ 
tification  of  the  Univcrsalist^io  withdrawing 
fellowship  from  Mr.  K.  Towards  him,  person¬ 


ally,  we  entertain  no  feelings  but  Chose  of  friend¬ 
ship  and  good  will;  and  our  best  wishes  will  at 
tend  him  through  life.  Against  his  private  char-  i 
acter  and  daily  walk,  during  his  whole  life,  no  i 
one — not  even  his  bitterest  enemies — we  pre-  j 
sume,  dare  or  can  say  aught.  Both  in  private  I 
and  public,  he  is  pleasant  and  affable,  and  his  j 
I  personal  address  remarkably  prepossessing.  It  I 
1  was  therefore  with  the  deepest  regret  that  wc  1 
I  saw  him  gradually  verging  to  that  statu  of  mind  { 
I  that  we  were  satisfied  would  ultimately  unfit  him  I 
i  for  usefulness.  Uoiversalists  generally  will  re-  ] 
I  gret  his  misfo.'tune  and  their  loss :  but  they  will 
I  have  the  proud  consolation  of  reflecting  that  they  ' 
>  have  done  their  duty  in  withdrawing  fellowship 
1  from  him,  when  he  could  go  no  longer  with  them 
i  in  faith,  or  promulgate  the  holy  doctrine  wnich 
!  they  believe ;  and  thus  proving  to  the  world  that 
1  Universalism  and  Infidelity  are  two  ve:y  ditfer- 
{  cut  things;  that  believers  will  “not  be  unequal 
,  ly  yoked  together  with  unbelievers “for  what 
communion  hath  light  with  darkness  ?  or  what 
part  bath  he  that  believeth  with  an  Infidel  i" 
Uoiversalists  do  most  senously  and  devoutly  be- 
I  iieve  in  the  existence  and  spirituality  of  Alinigh- 
I  ty  God,  in  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  senp- 
j  Cures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  in 
that  life  and  immortality  which  are  brought  to 
'  light  in  the  gospel  of  Christ :  and  though  they 
i  are  perfectly  willing  that  every  man  should  ad- 
'  opt  and  maintain  liis  own  opinions  unmolested, 
j  yet  they  cannot  allow  doctrines  and  principles 
I  repugnant  to  these  all-important  truths,  to  be 
I  promulgated  tn  their  name,  and  with  the  sanc- 
I  tion  of  their  approtnition. 

I  Unitariamsm. — The  article  with  this  head 
found  on  our  first  page  and  signed  “Nemo,”  we 
'  recommend  to  the  careful  perusal  of  our  readers. 

^  But  they  will  doubtless  ask,  “has  the  writer  de¬ 
lineated  the  true  features  and  characteristics  of 
!  Unitarian  ism  ?”  'Ye  answer  yes.  VVhat  then 
:  are  we  to  think  of  the  article  (an  extract  from 
ilev.  S.  Streeter’s  sermon  in  our  23d  No.)  on 
which  “Nemo”  amimadverts  ?  We  answer,  we 
think  thal  also  is  a  true  picture.  “But  bow  can 
this  bo,’>  inquires  the  reader,  “  and  yet  these  two 
writers  be  at  issue?”  We  will  explain  this 
seeming  paradox  in  few  words — “Nemo”  has 
!  given  the  characteristic  features  of  English  Uni- 
:  tarianism,  and  Br.  Streeter  those  of  American 
I  Unitarianism ;  which  are  almost,  if  not  quite,  as 
*  different  in  their  general  aspect  as  these  two  ac- 
[counts  represent  Uiem.  Brother  StieelerccN 
[  tainly  is  not  ignorant  of  the  leading  features  of 
;  American  Unitarianism,  as  commonly  preached 
'  in  this  country ;  and  “  Nemo”  has  long  been  a 
member  of  a  Unitarian  churcb  in  England,  and 
well  acquainted  with  the  preachers  and  writers 
on  the  doctrine  in  that  country,  having  but  very 
recently  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in 
this  village. 

I  The  Unitarians  in  England,  generally,  arc 
!  neither  afraid  or  ashamed  of  avowing  their  faith 
j  definitely  and  clearly,  in  the  final  reconciliation 
I  and  salvation  of  all  mankind.  See  T.  Soutbwood 
Smith’s  excellent  Treaties  on  Divine  Govern- 
'  ment,  and  other  similar  productions  of  the  most 
eminent  Unitarian  divines  in  England.  But  in 
I  this  conntry,  if  we  may  judge  from  appearances, 

I  Unitarians  generally  dare  not  avow  their  senti- 
‘  meats  in  this  soul  cheering  truth.  For  though 
I  they  very  generally  adopt  premises  the  legiti- 
I  mate  deductions  from  which  necessarily  lead  to 
I  this  conclusion,  yet  they  had  much  rather,  and 
generally  do,  express  themselves  in  such  Ian. 
guage  as  will  be  understood  by  their  hearers  to 
i 


I  convey  the  idea  that  they  hold  the  orthodox  no- 
‘  tion  of  endless  damnation,  than  to  speak  or  act  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  understood  tobgin  the 
least  degree  favorably  to  the  sentiments  avowed 
by  “Nemo”  and  the  Universalists.  Whether 
their  bbject  in  this  course  is  to  curry  the  favor 
of  the  orthodox  sects,  or  whether  they  are  re¬ 
ally  in  the  dark  on  this  and  some  other  points 
named,  is  not  for  us  to  say.  We  judge  not  of  the 
motive  but  the  conduct  we  see. 

We  wish  not  to  be  understood,  in  the  above 
remarks,  as  embracing  ai.l  Unitarians  in  this 
country.  We  think  they  may  apply  to  the  order 
generally ;  but  we  rejoice  to  see  among  them 
some  noble  and  independent  spirits  that  soar 
above  these  things ;  such  as  a  Clianning,  u 
Greenwood,  and  some  others  that  might  be 
named.  And  we  sincerely  pray  that  the  time 
may  not  be  far  distant  when  they  will  all  have 
either  more  independence  or  more  light  on  tbo 
subject. 

,incient  History  of  Universalism. — This  impor¬ 
tant  work,  the  prospectus  for  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  our  13th  No.  is  announced  as  being 
now  completed,  and  ready  for  delivery  in  Bos- 
i  ton.  A  very  interesting  notice  is  taken  of  it 
I  by  Br.  Whittemorc,  in  a  late  No.  of  the  Truni- 
I  pet,  and  some  luminous  extracts  made  from  it. 

I  Rev.  Mr.  Ballou,  of  Roxbury,  has  spent  much 
labor  on  it,  and  a  great  part  of  his  time  for  se¬ 
veral  years,  in  collecting  the  materials  from 
’the  most  authentic  sources,  and  writing  this 
History.  He  has  had  a  most  arduous  and  dif¬ 
ficult  task  to  perform,  to  plod  his  way  in  an  en¬ 
tirely  untrodden  path,  and  trace  the  History 
of  Universalism  from  the  days  of  the  Apostles, 
down,  through  the  dark  ages  of  the  Christian 
Churcb,  to  the  time  of  the  Reformation.  But 
he  is  eminently  qualified  to  perform  this  im¬ 
portant  task,  as  he  is  a  man  of  great  research, 
and  untiring  patience  and  perseverance  in 
whatever  he  undertakes.  He  has  at  length 
completed  the  work,  and  we  hope  a  liberal 
j  public  win  amply  reward  him  for  his  labor. 
This  History  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every 
Universalist  throughout  our  order.  The  Mo¬ 
dem  History  of  Universalism  by  Brother  Whiite 
more,  of  Cambridge,  is  soon  to  follow,  which 
we  expect  will  likewise  be  a  very  interesting 
work. 

We  have  obtained  a  number  of  subscribers 
both  for  the  Ancient  and  Modern  History  of  Uni¬ 
versalism;  and  shall  expect  a  quantity  of  them 
sent  on  to  this  place,  as  early  as  the  canal  opens 
in  the  Spring,  for  ihe  supply  of  Universalists  in 
this  region. 

The  8th  vol.  of  the  Religious  Inquirer,  in 
an  enlarged  form,  has  just  commenced.  It  is 
now  published  weekly,  on  a  medium  sheet,  in 
quarto  form,  (about  the  size  of  this  paper,)  at 
£2  per  annum,  in  advance  ;  otherwise,  50. 
Its  execution  is  neat,  and  the  matter  interest¬ 
ing.  Rev.  M.  Rayner  is  publisher,  and  prin¬ 
cipal  editor;  assisted  in  Ihe  editorial  depart¬ 
ment  by  Rev.  L.  11.  I’aige.  We  lliink  it  de¬ 
serving,  and  will  doubtless  receive,  an  exten¬ 
sive  patronage. 

To  Correspo.vdents. — “Matlietes”  will  ex¬ 
cuse  us  fur  nut  inserting  his  communication,  as 
I  it  seems  to  contain  no  new  arguments,  but  sim- 
I  ply  a  recapitulation  or  repetition  of  a  part  of  what 
!  he  had  before  written. 

1  “A.  A.”  is  received,  but  too  late  for  insertion 

j  this  week. 
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VVliat  is  the  reason  we  have  not  received  j  and  Methodists  built  a  House  in  Rum- 
the  Chriitian  TtUscope,  for  several  weeks  past?  j  ford,  Me.  which  was  dedicated  Nov.  26, 
We  hope  it  has  not  stopped.  j  1828. 

- ; - ; - ;  luHalifax,  Mass,  the  Universalists  have 

Total  Depravity.— We  read  that  “  wicked  men  ^  jyieetinc  House,  which  was  dedica- 

shall  trax  worse  and  wonsK  :  ’  but  if  mankind  ,  i  t  . 

are  all,  by  nature,  totalit  depraved,  or  aito-  lOU  Jan.  1,1.  ... 

liKTitsn  evil,  how  much  worrethan  this  canthey  An  elegant  House  has  been  erected  in 
become  ?  Pawtucket,  R.  1.  by  the  Universalists  of 

-  ■  - —  that  place.  Dedication,  24th  Dec.  1828. 

Injustice  of  God.— How  often  do  professing  A  most  beautiful  edifice  has  been  rear- 
flhristians  accuse  God  of  injustice  !  When  ed  by  the  Universalists  in  Hampden,  Me. 
they  say,  “i/  he  had  been  jwt  he  would  long  Dedication,  25th  December,  1828. 

asro  have  numbered  them  with  the  dead,  and  rp.  _ t..  t 

s5polnted  them  their  portion  in  Hell  with  the  Meeting  House,  In  Lisbon, 

damned,”  they  virtually  declare  that  in  not  Me.  erected  by  the  Universalists  and  oth- 
doing  this  he  is  unjust/  How  long  before  those  ers,  was  dedicated  Jan.  1,  1829. 
who  read  the  word  of  God  will  learn  that  be  is  In  addition  to  these,  Universalist  Meet-  I 
'•a  juat  God  and  a  Sartour  ?”  jng  Houses  are  erecting  in  Hanson,  Mass. 

- — -  Brunswick,  and  Livermore,  ^le.  if  indeed 

U  is  stated  in  the  New  York  papers,  that  j  the  house  in  the  latter  p|pce  be  not  finish- 
two  hundred  and  twenty  eight  persons  were  i  gj  and  dedicated,  of  which  we  cannot 
confined  in  that  city, /or  rfr6t  without  any  al-  speak  with  certainty. 

Q^This  is  the  place  where  Kev.  Mr.  Come-  ■  Preparations  are  made  for  erecting 
lius  lately,  in  a  few  days  time,  obtained  by  {  Meeting  Houses  by  the  Universalists,  in 
subscription,  if  our  memory  serves  us,  about  ,  the  following  places:  South  Dedham, 
sri0,000  for  the  manufacture  of  Priests.— i?ap-  ,  Mass. — Funds  raised.  In  Fast  Cambridge, 
•is/  JItrdd.  \  jjjjg  fgj.  jjjg  House  is  obtained,  and  part 

funds  raised.  In  Marlboro,  Mass. 
Calvinism. — 'I’lie  fire  points  contradict  tArre  |  we  learn  that  a  spot  is  selected,  and  that 
things  ;  Heaven.  Kanh  iii.d  the  Bible.  Heav-  |  ^  House  will  soon  be  raised 
en,  which  sends  light  and  heat  to  al — l-.arth,  nr  u  •  *i  „i 
which  sustains  all-and  the  Bible,  which  de-  I  the  I  niver- 

clares  “the  I.ord  is  good  to  all.”  ,  salists  of  Hingliam,  Mass,  are  taking  mea- 

___________________  :  sures,  with  a  probability  of  success,  to  erect 

,,  ..  .1.  ,  J  rr  .  I-  .  sr  '  a  Meeting-House  in  that  town  the  eusu- 

Iromthe  Trumpet  and  Universalist  Man-  ;  . 

^  •'I  ing  season. 

We  add  to  the  above  account,  that  al- 
fNCREASE  OF  MEETING  HOUSES  though  the  Universalists  in  Malden  have 
IN  1828.  noterected  a  House,  it  was  because  it  was 

Rr.  Dolpiius  Skinner,  the  Editor  of  unnecessary,  the  First  Parish  being  so  far 
the  “  Utica  Evangelical  Magazine,'*'  pub-  Universalist  in  sentiment,  as  to  settle  a 
iished  in  his  last  paper,  the  following  re-  Universalist  Clergyman  in  the  Old  Meet- 
«iucst,  with  which  vve  shall  now  proceed  ing  House.  Br.  Sylvanus  Cobb  is  their 
to  comply.  minister. 

“Will  Br.  Whittemore  of  the  “Trum-  In  Woburn,  Mass,  the  Universalist  So- 
pi't  and  Magazine,”  or  Br.  Drew  of  tlie  '  ciety  has  risen  with  unparalleled  rapidity, 
•“Intelligencer,”  have  the  goodness  to  give,  and  has  hired  the  House  in  which  the  Bap- 
in  his  respective  paper,  a  catalogue  of  all  tists  formerly  worshipped.  Br.  O.  A. 
the  Meeting  Houses  that  have  been  built  j  Skinner  will  soon  move  into  this  place, 
liiiring  the  past  year,  and  are  now  build-  i  and  the  Society  will  probably,  before  long, 
ing  by  Universalists,  in  New-England,  to-  i  provide  themselves  with  a  house  iu  the 
gether  with  the  names  of  the  places  where  centre  of  the  town, 
built.  We  presume  either  of  tlie  above  i  The  House  formerly  occupied  by  the 
named  gentlemen  ca»  furnish  such  a  cata-  j  Universalists  in  Norway,  IMe.  being  too 
rogue,  and  we  think  it  cannot  but  be  in-  .  small  to  accommodate  all  who  wish  to  hear, 

tiTcsting  to  all  our  readers.”  j  has  been  sold  to  the  Baptists,  and  moved 

Agreeably  to  tMs  request,  we  present  j  from  its  original  site.  A  new  one  Avill  be 

the  following  account  of  the  increase  of  t  erected  the  ensuing  season. 

Universalist  Meeting  Houses  in  New-  j  So  things  go  in  New-England. 
I'lngland,  since  July,  1828  : —  j  We  will  thank  Br.  Skinner  to  furnish  a 

A  House  for  public  worship,  has  been  circumstantial  account  of  the  increase  and 


Calvinism. — 'file  fire  points  contradict  tArft 
things ;  Heaven,  Kanh  and  the  Bible.  Heav¬ 
en,  which  sends  light  and  heat  to  all — Karth, 
which  sustains  all — and  the  Bible,  which  de¬ 
clares  “the  I.ord  is  good  to  all.” 

From  the  Trumpet  and  Universalist  Mag¬ 
azine. 

INCREASE  OF  MEETING  HOUSES 
IN  1828. 

Rr.  Dolpiius  Skinner,  the  Editor  of 
the  “  Utica  Evangelical  Magazine,'"  pub¬ 
lished  in  his  last  paper,  the  following  re¬ 
quest,  with  which  we  shall  now  proceed 
to  comply. 

“Will  Br.  Whittemore  of  the  “Trum¬ 
pet  and  Magazine,”  or  Br.  Drew  of  tlie 
••Intelligencer,”  have  the  goodness  to  give, 
in  his  respective  paper,  a  catalogue  of  all 
the  Meeting  Houses  that  have  been  built 
(luring  the  past  year,  and  are  now  build¬ 
ing  by  Universalists,  in  New-England,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  names  of  the  places  where 
built.  We  presume  either  of  the  above 


(•ritcted  by  the  Universalist  Society  iu 
llrewster,  Mass.  It  is  situated  in  the  cen-  I 
tre  of  the  town,  on  a  pleasant  site,  is  34 
by  48  feet,  was  dedicated  Nov.  29. 

Another  has  been  erected  by  the  Uni¬ 
versalists  of  Lowel,  Mass.  It  stands  not 
from  the  centre  of  the  village,  and  is 
respectable  for  its  size. 

The  UuiyersalistS,  Congregationalists 


present  condition  of  Universalism  in  the 
State  of  New-York. 

In  answer  to  Br.  Whittemore,  of  the 
Trumpet,  we  would  say  to  him  and  our 
readers,  that  Br.  S.  R.  Smith  of  Clinton, 
who  has  long  been  a  resident  in  this  state, 
and  is  much  better  acquainted  with  the  So¬ 
cieties  &c.  within  its  boundaries  than  we 
arc,  is  about  preparing  a  succinct  history 


of  the  rise,  progress,  and  present  conditieD 
of  Universalism  in  Bie  State  of  New-York, 
which  will  be  forth  coming  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  our  next  volume. — Ed.  I*. 
E.  Mag. 

From  the  Trumpet  and  Magazine. 

THE  ORTHODOX  SIEVE. 

I  noticed  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
Trumpet,  an  article,  headed — “Another 
Lamentation,” — taken  From  the  “Boston 
Recorder;”  in  which,  some  pious  Ortho* 
dox  was  deploring  the  fearfully  low  state 
of  “religion”  in  the  Churches  aud  Socie-  ' 
ties  of  that  order  “through  this  Common¬ 
wealth.”  The  writer  says,  ** Something  is 
in  the  way;  and  we  can  never  expect  a  Re¬ 
vival  in  the  Churches  until  there  is  a  sift¬ 
ing,  &c.”  This  remark  brought  to  my 
mind,  a  conversation  which  took  place  not 
long  since,  be^veen  two  neighl^rs,  in  a 
town  not  more  than  ten  miles  from  the  city 
of  Boston.  It  was  occasioned  by  recent 
movements  in  the  place,  by  which  it  was 
manifest  that  Limitarianism  was  fast  loos¬ 
ing  ground,  and  that  Universalism  was 
rapidly  advansing.  In  the  course  of  the. 
interview,  something  like  the  following 
passed  between  them ;  Said  the  Univep- 
salist  to  bis  Limitarian  friend — “Our  So¬ 
ciety  increases  beyond  the  expectations  of 
the  most  sanguine;  our  number  is  already 

- ,and  there  are  new  accessions  almost 

I  every  week,  both  from  the  Orthodox  and 
the  Baptists :  I  could  not  have  believed 
there  were  so  many  Universalists  in  this 
town.  Why, — if  the  people  continue  to 
come  out  and  show  themselves,  as  they 
have  done  in  the  course  of  the  last  six  or 
eight  months,  1  don’t  know  but  we  shall 
have  you  a// with  us  before  long.” — *‘Ah,” 
said  the  Limitarian,  ‘“no  doubt  this  is  a 
source  of  rejoicing  to  you,  but  to  me  it  is 
an  indication  of  a  deplorable  state  of  reli¬ 
gion — an  awful  declension; — but  we  have 
long  known  there  were  many  among  us 
who  were  not  with  us — who  were  far,  ve¬ 
ry  far,from  being  “Evangelical”  Chris¬ 
tians;  but  we  have  been  si/ifrng  and  sifting 
this  long  time,  and  I  really  hope,  now,  we 
have  got  rid  of  obout  all  the  bran.” — “In¬ 
deed,”  said  the  Universalist,  “you  have 
i  a  new  fashinoned  sieve,  if  it  discharges 
j  the  bran,  and  retains  the  flour  :  common 
'  sieves,  let  out  the  flour,  and  retain  the 
bran.  Adjust  your  specs,  neighbor,  and 
take  another  peep  into  your  sieve;  it  may 
I  be  that  you  are  deceived  upon  this  sub- 
j  ject.”  His  neighbor’s  eyes  and  counte¬ 
nance  immediately  fell;  and  with  a  deep. 

I  long,  and  meaning  sigh,  he  turned  and 
■  walked  away. 

j  Query :  Will  it  be  wise  for  the  “Re- 
i  corder”-man  to  go  about  his  *  ^sifting"  bu¬ 
siness,  while  the  Orthodox  sieve  lets  out 
the  flour  and  retains  the  bran  ? 

T.  G.  F. 


POETRY, 

ON  SEEING  A  DECEASED  INFANT. 

Ami  this  i«  drath!  How  cold  and  still 
And  yet  how  lorely  k  appears! 

'Poo  cold  to  let  the  nzer  smile. 

And  yet  too  beanti^  for  tears. 

The  sparkling  eye  no  more  is  bright. 

The  cheek  has  lost  its  rose- like  red;  { 

And  yet  it  is  with  strange  delight 
I  stand  and  gaze  upon  the  dead. 

But  when  I  see  the  lair  white  brow 

Half  shaded  by  the  silken  hair,  ' 

That  never  looked  so  fair  as  now 

When  life  and  health  wore  laughing  there : 

(  wonder  not  that  grief  should  swell 
So  wildly  upward  m  the  breast. 

And  that  strong  passion  once  rebel 
That  need  not,  cannot  be  supprest- 

1  wonder  not  that  parents’  eyes 
In  gazing  thus  grow  cold  and  dim. 

That  burning  tears  and  aching  sighs 
Are  blended  with  the  funeral  hymn  ; 

'Phe  spirit  hath  an  early  part  ' 

’Phat  weeps  when  earthly  pleasure  flies, 

\nd  heaven  would  scorn  the  frozen  heart, 

That  melts  not  when  the  infant  dies. 

And  yet  why  mourn  1  That  deep  repose 
Shall  never  more  be  broke  by  pain. 

Those  lips  no  more  in  sighs  uncolse, 

Those  eyes  shall  never  weep  again. 

For  thinK  not  that  the  blushmg  flower 
Shall  wither  in  the  chnrch-yard  sod, 

‘Twas  made  to  gild  an  angel’s  bower 
Within  the  paradise  of  God. 

Once  more  I  gaze — and  swift  and  far 
'Phe  clouds  of  death  and  sorrow  fly; 

I  see  thee,  like  a  new-bom  star. 

Move  up  thy  pathway  in  the  sky; 

The  star  hath  rays  serene  and  bright, 

But  cold  and  piJe  compared  with  thine, 

For  thy  orb  shines  with  heavenly  light, 

With  beanu  unfading  and  divine. 

Then  let  the  burthened  heart  be  free, 

The  tears  of  sorrow  all  be  shed, 

And  parents  calmly  bend  to  see 
'Phe  mournful  beauty  of  the  dead.  , 

Thrice  happy — that  their  infant  bears 
To  heaven  no  darkening  stains  of  sin. 

And  only  breathed  life’s  morning  airs 
Before  its  evening  storms  begin. 

Farewell!  I  shall  not  soon  forget! 

Although  thy  heart  hath  ceased  to  beat. 

My  memory  warmly  treasures  yet 
Thy  features  calm  and  mildly  sweet; 

But  no! — ^that  lo<A  is  not  the  last — 

We  yet  may  meet  where  seraph’s  dwell. 
Where  love  no  more  deplores  the  past. 

Nor  breathes  that  withering  word— Farewell! 


UTICA  EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE. 

Fins. — On  Sunday  morning  the  15th  nit.  the 
B^tist  Meeting-House  in  the  Village  of  Bellville, 
Jefierson  county,  was  consumed  by  fire. — Comm. 

The  Pook.— The  severity  of  the  winter  calls 
loudly  upon  the  benevolent  to  seek  out  and  minister 
to  the  wants  of  the  needy.  Distress,  famine  and 
cold  are  known  to  be  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor; 
he  who  searches  out  those  dwellings,  and  carries 
comfort  to  their  suffering  tenants,  will  enjoy  the 
richest  of  all  earthly  rewards — the  approbation  of 
his  own  feelings. — Observer. 

Like  worldly  treasures,  our  best  frionds  are 
aometimes  deceitful ;  for  as  riches  and  honour 
will  flee,  and  leave  a  man  destitute  and  power* 
less — so  those  that  are  apparently  our  friends, 
will  often  forsake  us  in  times  of  danger  and  dis* 
tress.  When  we  choose  a  friend,  we  ought  to 
select  one  upon  whom  we  can  rely  in  all  situa¬ 
tions  of  life.  If  we  are  in  aflluence,  in  our  re¬ 
verses  of  fortune  he  may  relieve  or  ever  com¬ 
fort  us.  Liable  t(T  the  tossing  influence  of  for¬ 
tune,  it  seems  to  have  been,  in  the  beginning, 
ordained  by  Providence,  that  human  nature 
should  be  supplied  with  a  staff  to  support  him 
— a  friend  to  relieve  him  in  adversity,  and  com¬ 
fort  him  in  affliction. 

MARRIED, 

In  Whitestown,  on  the  17th  February 
last,  by  Rev.  S.  R.  Smith,  Mr.  Samuel 
Chapman  to  Miss  Mary  Lamfear;  Mr. 
David  Lamfear  to  Miss  Susan  Park- 
hurst. 


jniscrUaneouis. 

Religion  by  Mackenzie, — “lie  who  would  un¬ 
dermine  those  foundations  upon  which  the  fa¬ 
bric  of  our  future  hope  is  reared,  seeks  to  beat 
down  that  column  which  supports  the  feeble¬ 
ness  of  humanity : — let  him  but  think  a  mo¬ 
ment,  and  hi*  heart  will  arrest  the  cruelty  of 
his  purpose.  Would  he  pluck  its  little  treasure 
horn  the  bosom  of  poverty  7— Would  he  wrest 
its  crutch  from  the  hand  of  age.  and  remove 
from  the  eye  of  affliction  the  only  solace  of  its 
woe  7  The  way  we  tread  is  rugg^el,  at  best ; 
we  tread,  however,  lighter  by  the  prospect  of 
the  better  country  to  which,  we  trust  it  will 
lead.  Tell  us  not  it  will  end  in  the  gulf  of  eter- 
ilal  dissolution,  or  break  off  in  some  wild, which 
fancy  may  fill  up  as  she  pleases,  but  reason  is 
unable  to  delineate;  quench  not  that  beam 
which  amidst  the  night  of  this  evil  world,  has 
cheered  the  despondency  of  ill  requited  worth, 
and  illumined  the  darkness  of  suffering  vir¬ 
tue." 


OBITUARY. 

DEATH  OF  A  UNIVERSAUST  MINISTER. 

The  following  Obituary  comes  from  the  ‘Chris¬ 
tian  Pioneer,’  printed  in  Scotland.  It  is  taken 
from  the  No.  for  April,  1S28.  Mr.  Worrall, 
wc  believe,  was  the  principal  Univcrsalist  Cler¬ 
gyman  in  that  country. —  Trumpet. 

It  is  this  month  our  melancholy  duty, 
to  record  the  decease  of  the  Rev.  WIL¬ 
LIAM  WORRALL,  the  Pastor  of  the 
Universalist  Church  in  this  city.  He  was 
a  native  of  Manchester,  and  settled  in 
Glasgow  about  twelve  or  fourteen  years 
I  since.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  w'as  ar¬ 
dent.  Although  brought  up  in  the  hum¬ 
bler  walks  of  life,  by  industry  and  per¬ 
severance,  he  attained  to  eminence  both 
as  a  teacher  of  youth  and  a  preacher  of 
the  Gospel.  His  goodness  of  heart,  and 
truly  Christian  disposition,  were  eviden¬ 
ced  by  his  daily  walk  and  conversation. 
Although  differing  from  those  around  him, 
on  many  points  of  doctrine,  he  was  al¬ 
ways  willing  to  grant  to  others,  that  right 
of  individual  judgment  which  he  himself 
claimed.  In  him,  civil  and  religious  lib- 
I  erty  found  a  zealous  and  indefatigable 
advocate.  He  was  formerly  of  Calvinis- 
tic  sentiments;  but  was  led  to  consider 
and  embrace  the  doctrine  of  the  unbound¬ 
ed  love  of  God,  by  attending  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  late  Rev.  Neil  Douglas.— 
When  he  saw  reason  to  change  his  sen- 
^  timents,  no  consideration  of  worldly  in¬ 
terest  deterred  him  from  the  fearless  pro¬ 


fession.  On  Mr.  Douglas  becoming  un¬ 
able  to  officiate,  from  old  age,  Mr.  Wor- 
rail  was  chosen  his  assistant;  and  after¬ 
wards,  the  regular  Pastor  of  the  Univer¬ 
salist  Congregation.  This  office  he  fill¬ 
ed  for  five  years,  with  honor  to  himself, 
and  usefulness  to  that  body  of  Christians 
with  whom  he  officiated.  In  the  exercise 
of  a  Christian  spirit,  w'e  condole  with  his 
Congregation,  on  the  dispensation  of 
Providence  which  has  deprived  them  of 
the  services  of  their  Pastor;  but,  believ¬ 
ing  as  they  do,  that  the  Almighty  does 
allthings  well,  &  that  every  event  work- 
eth  for  the  final  good  of  the  whole  human 
race,  they  will  bow  with  entire  submis¬ 
sion  to  his  holy  will. 

Mr.  Worrall  was  the  Editor  of  The 
Philanthropist,  or  Universalist's  Miscel¬ 
lany,  three  volumes  of  which  were  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  close  of  the  last  year.  He 
was  also  the  author  of  several  single  ser¬ 
mons;  and  was  ever  studious  in  promo¬ 
ting  the  best  interests  of  mankind.  Uni¬ 
ted  with  the  Universalist  congregation  in 
the  belief  of  the  great  doctrine  of  the 
final  restoration  of  the  whole  human 
race,  to  purity  and  happiness,  Mr.  Har¬ 
ris  has  offered  to  officiateLon  Sabbath  eve¬ 
nings,  to  the  Congregation,  till  they  ate 
settled  with  another  Pastor. 

Died,  In  this  Village,  on  the  morning 
of  the  27th  ult.  Mr.  Patrick  O’Connor, 
of  the  firm  of  Butler,  O’Connor  &  Co. 
‘aged  30  years. 

NOTICE. 

Universalist  Ministers  in  the  state  of 
New-York,  are  respectfully  requested  to 
give  information  to  the  undersigned,  by 
letter,  as  soon  as  convenient,  of  the  date 
of  the  organization  of  the  Societies  where 
they  minister ;  the  number  of  members 
when  formed,  and  at  the  present  time ; 
by  whom,  and  what  part  of  the  time  they 
have  preaching;  whether  they  have  a 
meeting-house,  and  if  so,  when  built— 
how  large,  and  of  what  material ;  what 
the  past  condition  has  been,  and  the  pros¬ 
pective  circumstances  now  are,  of  each 
respective  Societ}’. 

Clerks  of  Universalist  Societies  which 
have  not  regular  preaching,  are  solicited 
to  give  the  above  desired  information, 
respecting  the  Societies  of  which  they  are 
members. 

The  undersigned  is  particularly  de¬ 
sirous  of  receiving  the  earliest  informa¬ 
tion  respecting  the  oldest  societies  in  the 
state. 

A  compliance  with  the  foregoing  re- 

Jiuest  will  be  received  as  a  particular 
avor,  and  receive  the  very  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgements  of  S.  VL  SMITH. 
ClinlOTt)  Oneida  Co.  N.Y.  Feb.  21, 1829. 


